
Mission 

What on earth we’re up to for God’s sake... 

  ... news from John & Sheena Grummitt 
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Pics from top to bottom: 

Our flat is the bit on the 

right of the house – that’s 

our kitchen window. 
 

Bar Hill Church is one of 

our major partners. James 

Newcombe married us 

here in October 1994. 
 

Sheena enjoying a cream 

tea, one of the many things 

we’ll miss about the UK. 
 

The English spring:  

thatched cottages and 

daffodils 
 

 

Introduction 

The British weather never stops amazing us. A 

couple of weeks ago it rained every day and was 

really cold and windy. This last week was so sunny 

we couldn’t believe it was April. It seems the 

weather here is determined to give us a full display 

of 

 

In this edition: 

  Preparations for PNG 

  Training in the US 

  Textbook Progress 

  Partnership Progress 

 

of its powers before we leave for Papua New Guinea (PNG) where the weather is 

pretty predictable the whole year round. 

This newsletter will be a bit different in that, instead of listing prayer and praise as 

bullet points at the end of the newsletter, we’re going to highlight it in the text as we 

write it. That way, we can use more of the space for keeping you up to date with 

what’s been going on with us and you can pray and praise as you read along. We’ll 

underline prayer points in bold and we’ll italicise praise points in bold. 

up to date with what we’re about to go and do and find out what the latest news is 

with their congregations. We will be speaking at both churches when we visit and 

our hope is that we can pass on the vision for what we’re doing and that we’ll make a 

memorable impact on the people there. 

We’ll be in Korea until about the 6th of August before flying to Japan and then down to 

Cairns sometime around the 12th. The Pacific Orientation Course (POC) will start on 

August 18th in Madang, on the north coast of PNG. We’ll have more about that course 

and what it involves in our next newsletter.  

 

Papua New Guinea: 

800 languages 

over 500 with no 

scripture at all 

Preparations for PNG 

Having been given a green light to start work in PNG 

later this year, we’ve been planning our departure. We’ll 

be leaving the UK on July 27th and flying to PNG via 

South Korea and Japan. As we used to live in both these 

countries, we have churches there which support us. This 

is a great opportunity to re-connect with them, bring them 

up 

 

Training in the US 

On the 6th of May we both leave for the US. John’s been offered transport and 

funding to do a training course at the Wycliffe HQ in Dallas. His flight stops in 

Cleveland, Ohio on the way there and, as we have a lot of friends from the US who we 

met when we lived in the Far East, he decided to break the journey there and take the 

opportunity for a blessed reunion. Initially, Sheena wasn’t going to be able to go, but 

the money has come in for her to go to Ohio and meet up with all of them.  

On the 16th, John flies down to Dallas for a week of Participatory Methods 

training. This is a very new approach to language survey which involves working with 

the community much more than we do traditionally. It’s not used in PNG at the 

moment, so John’s hoping he can take some of what he learns and maybe help adapt it 

for the PNG survey situation. It will be an intensive week of training and also an 

opportunity to catch up face-to-face with Ken, his boss on the textbook project. 



  

Partnership Progress 

In January, we began a campaign to increase the number of partners that we have. The 

campaign was called “What’s it worth...” and aimed to encourage people to commit to giving 

the equivalent of just £5/$10 a month. It’s the same amount that most of us would spend on a 

coffee or some other small luxury and therefore quite affordable. 

At the moment, we have 16 partners including 3 churches (including Bar Hill) and one trust 

fund. Our goal is to increase this to 25 by the time we leave for PNG because we 

currently 18% short of what we need for our first year there. Changing exchange rates and 

increased costs of living mean we have to raise about 10% more than we needed last year. 

One-off donations are always a blessing to receive. In March, we received a $500 

anonymous donation from the US for example. But one-off donations aren’t ideal. Firstly, 

they’re unpredictable. We need to be able to budget for the next two years and we can’t do 

that with one-off gifts because we never know when they’re coming or how much they’ll be. 

Secondly, if they’re anonymous, we lose the vital opportunity for partnership. Partnership 

means giving people back a return for their investment in us, of helping them learn more 

about what they’re funding and of joining them together with the church in PNG. 

What we are aiming for is more people donating smaller amounts. We had one person 

join our partnership team in March which we’re really thankful for, but we want more. A 

greater partnership network spreads the load, increases the number of relationships we have 

and provides many more opportunities for us to spread the news about the needs of Bible 

translation and PNG.  It also helps increase our prayer support. We know that Bar Hill 

church members give to us indirectly through the church giving scheme, but if you’re 

interested in joining being more personally involved, contact us for more information. 

Partnership also means working with you to help you understand more about mission and the 

needs of Bible translation in particular. We’re really thankful for the great opportunities to do 

that with you at Bar Hill Church. On May 2nd in the morning service, John spoke about the 

importance of doing mission with the motivation and approach that Jesus used. To follow that 

up, on June 13th, John will give a second message about the importance of coming to 

people in mission in a form they can understand. We’ll also have a colourful notice board up 

after the services with regularly changing info and hope to run some small informal seminars 

after the morning services in coming months. Something to chat over while you enjoy your 

tea and coffee! Our biggest opportunity though will come with each of the small groups as we 

focus on prayer for Bible translation, PNG and ourselves. Each small group will be hosting us 

in turn. These are great opportunities to get to know you better as well as to help you with 

some really practical ways to pray. We’ll be speaking at Jenny’s small group on May the 4th 

and Chris & Sue’s group on the 26th of May. We’d appreciate your prayers that these go 

well.  

 

 

Encourage Us! 
Mission Website 

johnandsheena.co.uk/mission 
We’ve just re-launched the all 

new Mission website! 
 
 

Blog 
johnandsheena.co.uk/blog 

 

Email 
johnandsheena@gmail.com 

 

Phone 
Sheena: +44 (0)7979 486 126 

NEW- John: +44 (0)751 447 6633 
Home: +44 (0)1954 204433 

 

Skype 
johnandsheena 

 

Facebook 
Sheena Grummitt 

 

Address 
77 Field View, Bar Hill,  

Cambridge, CB23 8SY, UK 
 

 

 
Partnership Vision 

 

We’re thankful that 
Bar Hill Church supports us 

financially each month. 
 

Our vision though, is to 
increase the number of 

personal partnerships we have 
with people at Bar Hill church. 

 
If you’d like to receive our 

newsletter by post or email, 
provide us with some practical 

help or give something each 
month towards our support, 

please get in touch. 
 

 

 

This newsletter is 

confidential.  

If you want to share 

info here with anyone 

in any way, please ask 

our permission first.  

Thanks! 

www.wycliffe.org.uk 

Textbook Progress 

Back in September, John began an assignment to co-author a textbook for students on the 

language survey course that he took in 2008. The book is progressing well. John and Ken, 

his boss, now have 6 chapters of material running to just under 300 pages. John’s been 

drafting chapters and spending hours in the University Library finding up to date sources for 

the book. They’ll meet with the publishers while John is in Dallas in May and are hoping that 

the book will be released later this year.  

In addition to the book, John quickly realised that much more detailed information was 

needed about the specific research methods surveyors use on the field. With so many 

different survey locations around the world, trying to fit all the different approaches and 

variations into one book looked impossible. Now though, John is also building a website 

which will act as a field guide and community of practice allowing surveyors to add their own 

information in the same way as people can add information to Wikipedia. 

 


