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A Farther Shore

History says, Don®ope
On this side of the grave,
But then, once in a lifetime
The longed-for tidal wave
Of justice can rise up,

And hope and historyhyme

So hope for a grat sea-change
On the far side ofavenge.
Believe that a farther sher

Is reachable fom hee.

From Seamus Heaney, OThe Cw At TroyO

Out of the corner of my eye | can see the angels
from my Christmas tree glinting in the light.
They remind me of that message from heaven
sung and spoken about in recent days, the
remembering of the time when heaven and
earth so obviously touched in the person of a
new- born baby.

At such a time it may seem unusual to quote
the words of the poet Seamus Heaney.
Heaney’s words are the modern day adaptation
of the writing of Sophocles and are used as a
way to view modern day troubles, but | am not
alone in finding this section of the text
extraordinarily relevant to how | feel about the
coming of Jesus into the world. A time when
the hopes of centuries rhymed with the
historical reality of God coming to earth as a
man, who would teach a way forward where
revenge became redundant; where the farther
shore of the Kingdom of God was indeed
reachable. OEvery valley shall be filled, and
every mountain and hill shall be made low, and
the crooked shall be made straight, and the

rough ways made smooth; and all flesh shall see
the salvation of God.O(Luke 3:5-6, quoting Isaiah
40:3-5)

January is, for many, the time of resolutions, the
time for trying to do better, get fitter or reach
greater heights of accomplishments. As a church
we have just held the service which represents our
common resolution to spend the next year living
for God. “We are no longer ours but yours” say the
words of the covenant service. As we try to live
out our resolutions this year, we do so with
grateful knowledge that however far we fall short
of what we hope for, God, in Christ, will always
come running towards us to greet us with open
arms of forgiveness and love. (Luke 15:11-32)

This all embracing approach to humanity was in
the message of the angels when Jesus first came
to earth to live with us, Ogoodnews of great joy
for all the peopleO (Luke 2:10), and when Jesus
unrolled the scroll to speak in his home
synagogue, as he read out the words of Isaiah
proclaiming the year of the Lord’s favour for the
world of the poor, the captives, the blind and the
oppressed. A tidal wave of justice rising up.

We have been chosen to be the ambassadors for
this Kingdom that prophets dreamed of, that
angels proclaimed and that Jesus lived and died
for, defeating the enemy and death once and for
all, rising to new life. To all who have given up
on hope we are called to proclaim that a farther
shore, the shore of the Kingdom of God is
reachable from our lowly place on earth. OThe
Kingdom of God has come near, repent (turn) and
believe in the good news.0 (Mark 1:15)

Rev'd Ruth Adams

As servants of Christ we commit ourselves to worship, work and witness together in his name
to establish his kingdom in our village and beyond”



Mission Matters

Church Giving

No doubt you, like myself, have received MOUNTAINS of
requests from very worthy causes this year for a Christmas
donation. So, when the Mission Group met recently there
was much discussion regarding our Church® charity giving.
As a Church we already plan to tithe one tenth of our total
giving, so our task was to prayerfully make a proposal
regarding our 2009 donations.

So, what happens to our annual tithe? It was felt right to
give the greater amount to 3 groups, and set aside smaller
amounts to a further 4 groups. Of the greater amounts we
propose the support of people: -

¥ Anne Wiles, working in Tunisia with OBMS Wirld
Mission®, who spends her time, together with her team, in a
teaching role B especially amongst the underprovided.

¥ Sheena & John Grummit, worshipping with us at
present, and who expect to be leaving for Papua New
Guinea during 2010.

¥ As part of the diocese O¥llore LinkO, as a Church we
have pledged to contribute towards the Scholarship Fund
benefiting a St. Paul® Church student.

What of the smaller amounts?

¥ Some may remember that in 1998, 2000 & 2002 we
welcomed young people from Belarus who had been
affected by the nuclear fallout at Chernobyl. The need for
such respite holidays is still vital.

¥ Earlier this year we welcomed Rev. John & Brenda
Hart and heard of the work they are engaged in for children
with HIV/AIDS with OOrphaidid Brazil.

¥ OScripture Unionas benefited our own young
people and children in this past year, and it is hoped to
involve Steve Whyatt in outreach to young people.

¥ A very practical work is being carried out through
Odols With A MissionGTWAM) based in Ipswich, which
despatches refurbished tools and equipment to developing
countries. The finance goes towards to transportation costs.
(See Stephen@ articles in the February & March 2009 issues
of OThe Octagonfor details.)

We therefore plan to make small, but significant
contributions to the above four worthy causes.

Sheila Bull
Broadcasting Christian Radio into Afghanistan

Afghanistan has been a melting pot of cultures during ages
of conflict. Their 28 million people are split along distinct
ethnic tribal lines without a strong central government.
Because the people are diverse in lifestyle and language,
reaching them by radio is challenging, but fortunately about
half the population speak Dari, the main national language.
The literacy rate is low and publications only reach a small
proportion of the population, so short wave radio is popular,
and this provides a good opportunity for FEBA to bring a
Christian message to a Muslim country. The few Christians
there do not have freedom to worship openly or to share
their faith, so radio can provide a sense of fellowship and
strength. Most programmes are made by Afghans who work
with FEBA partners in North America, Europe and Australia;
they word together to fund and develop programmes for
Afghan ethnic groups in their own languages, addressing
ethnic differences, corruption, justice, their cultural way of life
- and peace - through a Christian perspective.

FEBA serves and gives hope to people and communities in
the name of Jesus. We use radio to bring about practical,
social and spiritual transformation, seeing lives changed for
now and eternity.

December Concert

Saturday 12th December saw a welcome return to the church
of the Cambridge Concert Orchestra. The 45 players, led by
their conductor, Suzanne Dexter-Mills, gave us a wonderful
programme of festive music, ranging from Bizet and

Tchaikovsky to Irving Berlin and Mel Torme -truly an evening to

remember. The audience of 140+ (a sell-out) showed their
appreciation and enjoyment of the music throughout the
evening and were rewarded by an encore.

Our sincere thanks for organizing this event go to Sue
Kenchington who, with a team of helpers, provided a lovely
tasty buffet supper during the interval, which made the
evening perfect. The proceeds from this event will go in equal
amounts to two local causes, the new Scout Hut appeal, and
the Memorial Garden project.

Maurice Batt

Church Meeting

The next church meeting will be on Wednesday 27th
January 2010 @ 8.00pm. This is an important meeting
because we elect/appoint to various Area Co-ordinator
posts. Nomination forms for the vacant posts will be
available for all members to collect from church on 10th
January 2010.

Many thanks to everybody who delivered the church
Christmas cards throughout the village, and the staff
of Victoire Press who were so helpful printing them.
It really helps with our mission to the whole of Bar
Hill.

Jan Hewins



In Memoriam
Gladys Seymour

A few months ago Gladys Seymour died in Farnham in
Surrey at the age of 90. She moved there on retirement
after serving as free church minister in Bar Hill from 1976
to 1980. Soon after she retired she married Eric Smith, a
Methodist minister, and they spent nearly thirty happy
years together. In true ecumenical spirit and somewhat to
their surprise, they found themselves a home within the
Church of England.

After graduating from London University, Gladys served
with the Baptist Missionary Society in China, where she
lived through the early days of the communist revolution.
She then moved to India, becoming headmistress of a
girls! college in Orissa before returning to England to care
for her parents in their old age B during which time she
was a Baptist minister in Markyate in Hertfordshire. While
minister here, she offered accommodation to tourists
visiting Cambridge, several of whom used to turn up at
church B Don Lawson, a minister fromAustralia, and his
wife stayed for several months and became part of our
community.

When Gladys was in post, the village and the church
were much smaller than now and a great deal needed to
be done to build up the congregation as the community
expanded. This she tacked with great energy, in particular
by encouraging social activities and links with local
churches from all our sponsoring denominations. Prayer
links and joint home groups were set up, and some of us
formed lasting friendships with people in Fenland villages.
At that time there were two part-time ministers here, one
from the Church of England and one representing the
free churches. In 1981 the change to our present
structure was made, with one minister representing all
our sponsoring denominations.

Gladys showed great depth of understanding when
emotional and spiritual support was needed. Those who
did not experience that side of her remember her
academic strengths, formidable powers of organisation
and remarkably versatile skills, encompassing interior
decorating, playing the piano, large-scale catering and
amateur acting. She will be remembered for her concern
to build the membership into a body that worked
effectively together. Above all, she encouraged us to bnd
our way through consensus towards the many things on
which we could agree, helping us to regard our different
backgrounds as a strength rather than a weakness.

Jenny Knight
Frank Edward W ilson, 1936 to 2009
It is with great regret that | have to announce the death of

Frank Wilson on the 9th December 2009.
Most of us will remember him best carrying out his duties

Holiday at Home 6th to 8th April 2010
Planning has begun for the

next Holiday at Home.It will again |

be the week after Easter. We will |

set up on Easter Monday 5th April

and guests will be with us from

Tuesday until Thursday with an

outing on Saturday 10th April.

I am again looking for
volunteers, both those who have helped before and those
people who would like to join us for the first time. It is very
exciting to think of all the activities we might offer this year
and to discover all the talents we have in the church which we
can utilise in this service. There are many jobs to do and I
know that between us we can provide a full and interesting
programme.

I would like to know as soon as possible if you would
like to be part of the 'crew' or involved in any way. After
prayerfully considering this could you contact me, Sue,
780260 kenchington(@supanet.com or Maggie at
maggie.mal@ntlworld.com at least by January 15th.

Training will be a vital part of the preparation and it is
hoped that everyone will attend the two sessions. The first
will be on Wednesday 3rd February and the second will be on
Wednesday 10th March, both in the Worship Hall at 7.30 until
9.30 pm. This year we have to consider the safety of
vulnerable adults as well as planning our activities and
events. If you would like to be involved this year but cannot
make the meetings, please let me know. As volunteers, this
year everyone will have to undertake a CRB check.

This is a very important part of our church year and a
great delight to our guests who are always very appreciative
of their special week and a joy to be a part of the week. As a
church we can all be involved, and the best support at the
moment is your prayer support in this time of planning and
preparation. Thank you all for your support.

Sue Kenchington

as church steward, he was always a willing worker and a
perfect gentleman. He was a very private person and we
came to know him better by sharing meals with him.
Frank was one of the pioneers of Bar Hill Having moved
here in 1968 into one of the new houses in Gladeside
and later moving to his bungalow in Hollytrees. His sister
lives in Los Angeles and he enjoyed spending his holiday
with his niece and nephew over in the US.

I shall miss him for his quiet good humour and the
knowledge that if you needed something doing he was
only too happy to help.

Mike Duce



JANUARY CHURCH SERVICES

Sunday 3rd 10.00 am Methodist Covenant Service
6.30 pm NEWS (Evening Worship Service)
Sunday 10th 8.00 am Holy Communion
10.00 am Quaker Meeting
3.00 pm Family Fun (for children up to year 2)
6.30 pm Healing Service
Sunday 17th 10.00 am Holy Communion (Baptist)
6.30 pm Evening Prayer
Sunday 24th 10.00 am All Age Worship
6.30 pm Holy Communion
Wednesday 27th 10.00 am Holy Communion
Sunday 31st 8.00 am Holy Communion
10.00 am Morning Worship
6.30 pm Quiet Prayer

There is also a Roman Catholic service on Saturday evenings at 6.00 pm

People to contact: The

minister:

Church Centre Manager:
(office hours Monday, Wednesday & Friday 9.30-10.30)

Rev Ruth Adams  Tel: 01954 789369

Tel/Fax: 01954 206120

HKK

Family Fun @ Bar Hill Church

2010

January 10th, February 14th, March 14th,

May 9th, June 13th,

Spend some quality time with your children and
come along to the church, every 2nd Sunday of

@
Ky

July 11th,

August 8th
,September 12th, October 10th, November 14th, December 12th

Fear acknowledged, accepted, honoured and worked
Sister Stan

with is a way to my inner peace.

Premier Christian Radio

While clearing my parents® Hampshire home | brought back a small DAB
digital radio, little realising the treasures it would hold.

Fourteen years ago at Spring Harvest | remember hearing about the
exciting launch of Premier Christian Radio in London and thinking how
fortunate Christians there were to have this facility ® worship,

teaching, world news with a Christian perspective, devotional slots,
magazine style programmes, debate, testimoniesE. all available 24 hours
a day at the touch of a button.

Earlier this year they took a huge step of faith in taking a digital

licence b the costs are enormous for a radio station which was already
reliant on charitable donations but they had a vision to take the gospel
message right across the uk.

So to my delight | found Premier Christian Radio on my new little radio;

and what do | particularly appreciate?

- waking up on a Sunday to Pam RhodesO Hearts and Hymns and on
midweek mornings to Chuck SwindollOs bible teaching ;

- the worship, especially if IOm wakeful in the early hours of the
morning.

As with any radio station thereOll be bits you do and don®t like, but |
would encourage you to explore this Christian resource, available on
DAB digital, Freeview, Sky and of course on-line. Their website has a
wealth of resources including Premier tv, and there is also a prayer and
information phone line. www.premier.org.uk

Pam Vendy
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